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Q. Describe the religious policy of James I and Charles L
What were its results?

Religion caused great ill-feeling between Stuart Kings and their
Parliaments and it was to a great extent responsible for the keen
struggle between them in the first half of the seventeenth century.

RELIGIOUS POLICY OP THE FIRST TWO STUARTS

James I and his religious policy. James supported Episcopacy
or the Church government by the Bishops, to which the people were
opposed. He was not in favour of Presbyterianism because it was
of democratic nature and opposed to the Theory of Divine Right of
Kingship. He incurred the displeasure of the Protestants by passing
a number of measures against them who planned several plots against
him.

The Roman Catholics expected that James would be very favour-
able to them as he was the son of Mary Queen of Scots, a strong
Catholic. The Catholics wanted him to abolish all laws against them
but he did not grant their prayer.

The above religious policy of James did not suit the Parliament
which had the Puritan majority. The King seriously offended the
Puritans by not fulfilling their wishes who were bent upon changing
the Government of the Church.

Charles I and his religions policy. Just as the religious policy
of James I brought him into conflict with the Parliament, in the
same way the religious policy of Charles I who tried to force his
own religious views upon the people brought him into serious clash
with the Parliament.

CHARLES was a bitter enemy of the Puritans. He favoured
the Armenians and showed a great liking for religious rites and cere-
monies which were Catholic in Character. He appointed Laud, Arch-
bishop of Centerbury, in order to carry out his religious policy. To
please Charles L Laud introduced ceremonies which the Puritans
did not like ai all. He showed undue favours and concessions to the
Roman Catholics. The clergymen who opposed the religious policy
of Laud were severely punished. He tried to crush Puritanism with
the help of the Courts of Star Chamber and High Commission. Reli-
gious tyranny of Charles brought him into serious conflict with his
people and Parliament. The attempt of Charles to enforce a new
form of worship upon the Scottish people led to wars known as
Bishop's Wars because they were waged by the King in the cause of
the Bishops.

Both James I and Charles 1 being staunch Catholics showed great
favours to the Catholics who were in a minority, whereas the English
people in general could never think of a staunch Catholic monarch.
The wrong religious policy of the Stuarts in showing undue favours
to the Catholics made them very unpopular*

The religious policy of James I and Charles I led to the offence
of the Puritans who were in majority in the Parliament and thu?